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a work on Logic from the Buddhistic standpoint The author of Udyota and several other Hindu logicians, in their works, quote Dingnaga and refute him. This author of Udyota is quoted by Subandhu, author of Vasavadatta. On the strength of the approximate date of Udyotakara which is about the 6th century A.D., we believe that Dingnaga must have lived in the 5th century A. D, and so also Kalidasa, as he was his contemporary*
There is a verse in the Raghuvamsa (Vida Appendix A-9) in which some critics see an allusion to the theory of eclipse propounded by Aryabhatta who is known to have lived in 499 A. D. According to this, Kalidasa could not have lived earlier that the close of the 5th century AD. But this view is untenable as the interpretation of the given verse is not convincing and as this idea of the eclipse was already known to India and is found in the work called Romaka Siddhanta of about 400 A. D,5 which is said to have been written under Greek influence.
There are other theories built on very slender or fictitious grounds. The author of the work called Bhoja Charita makes Kalidasa a court-poet of King Bhoja of Dhara. This theory is absurd on the face of it, firstly because it brings Kalidasa down to the llth century A. D., a date too improbable in the light of the earlier references to the poet, and secondly because it groups under the patronage of the same king, authors of avowedly different dates like Kalidasa, Bhavabhuti and Dandin.